CARLOS CAPELAN

THE SECRET HISTORY OF BIOLOGY
(LA CULTURE EST UN TEMPLE OU DE VIVANTS PILIERS ...)
OR:
(NO HAY HISTORIA SIN BIOLOGiA)
(ETC.)

Opening reception: Friday October 15th 2010 from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Artist talk at 4 p.m.

The exhibition will be open from October 16th through November 13th 2010.
Wednesday to Saturday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. (or by appointment).

Carlos Capelan’s work combines stringent conceptualism with traditional craftsmanship and well-
considered choices with ofthand processes.

The biological life of the body is a constant presence under all of the references to the artificial life
that is art. Materials such as soil, mother’s milk, chairs, finger nails, porcelain plates and huge
stones etc. are used to materialize a complex of problems around such issues as identity, language
and memory. At the same time, however, in Capeldn’s works, the foreground is always occupied
by the body and the senses since these are the preconditions of meaning. Capelan’s work is
intentionally off key in relation to the expectations and conventions with which we normally
approach artistic genres such as installation, painting, conceptual art etc. In this framework, here at
The Sculptory, Capelan’s works pose the question of what sculpture is from a completely different
place - a place that is certainly on the edge of sculpture as a medium, but perhaps also on the edge
of a western concept of art.

Capelan talks about displacement and dislocation as key premises for his work. Displacement
meaning not only the transpositions between processes, materials and genres in the works as such,
but also in a biographical sense related to Capelan’s own migratory life between Sweden (since
1973), Costa Rica (since 1996) and Spain (since 1999). Displacements result in collisions or



frictions between elements which do not go together logically — between kitsch and classicism, line
drawings and heavy solidity, concrete spaces and figurative spaces etc. In any work by Capelan we
will encounter at least three or four such inconsistent perspectives, perspectives which logically do
not correspond but nonetheless exist simultaneously in the works as correspondences, not unlike the
ones in the poem by Baudelaire which the title of the exhibition is a slight alteration of.

Capelan’s dialogue with Western conceptualism, from Duchamp to Broodthaers, is evident in the
exhibition through the wide use of readymade elements, copying, repetitions and other forms of
critique of the idea of originality. At the same time, however, these conceptual premisses are
themselves criticized or maybe even reverted through expressionism, psychology and unconscious
processes in the works. Which is of course also a collision. Or it could be seen as a strange kind
of dislocation of the logics of conceptualism. Capelan’s works in the exhibition open up a
categorical no-man’s-land where the framework of sculpture and biological life are each other’s
preconditions: as figurations, as signs, as traces, as actions into and within the materials.

The work of Carlos Capelan (born 1948 in Uruguay) is represented in a large number of museums
and collections throughout the world, and has been exhibited widely, including: The Museo de Arte
y Disefio Contemporanea in San José, Costa Rica, in The Havana Biennial in Havana, Cuba, at
Stockholm’s Moderna Museet in Sweden, at Sophienholm here in Denmark, in The IV Bienal
Mercosur in Porto Alegre in Brazil, at Henie Onstad Kunstsenter in Oslo, Norway, in The Tirana
Biennial, National Gallery/Chinese Pavillion, in Tirana in Albania, The XXIV Sao Paolo Biennale
in Brazil, Museo de Arte Contemporaneo Sofia Imbert in Caracas, Venezuela, Museo Carrillo Gil in
Mexico and The Royal Museum in Antwerp, Belgium.
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The exhibition has received support from The Danish Arts Foundation.
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